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South Manitou 
I come again, but this time for information. Can anyone tell when the ice will leave ? We 

have given up all hopes of it leaving this summer, nearly, and are sorry we went to the trouble of 
storing it away for summer use. We hate to throw away the labor. 

Up to date it is good crossing between the island and the mainland, on the ice, not only on 
foot and by team, but upon skates also. And excellent skating in the harbor. 

There will be no need of  any one coming here now to evade the law, for we have it here now 
as well as they have elsewhere. The island of South Manitou is organized into a township of the 
same name. We held our first township meeting last Monday, April 6th, 1885, and the following 
officers were installed it their respective offices as follows: Supervisor, Richard Kitchen ; clerk, 
Thomas Price ; treasurer, August Beck ; highway commissioner, Thomas Foster ; school 
inspector, Martin Knudsen ; justices of the peace, Martin Knudsen, Wm. N. Burton, Richard 
Kitchen, Thomas Foster ; constables, Wm. Kitchen, Joseph Haas and James Armstrong ; 
overseer of highways, Henry Haas. Now take heed and come not here to evade the clutches of 
the law, for we are waiting for the first criminal that we may to him or her administer justice 
before a justice and incarcerate him or her in the----the----well, the school house. That seems to 
be the place where capital punishment is administered. (Most leniently.) 

Martin Knudsen of the light house, is making preparations for, and will be on hand with his 
light as soon as navigation shall open. James Armstrong has been appointed assistant light 
keeper in the place of Barney Evans, who has received a commission as principal keeper of the 
light house in Pentwater, Mich. 

It is rumored that several cottages and a hotel for resort purposes, will be put up here this 
coming season. A good chance for a carpenter. 

Quite a pleasant time was had at the residence of George Hutzler, sen., on the evening of 
April 8th. A number of young people of the vicinity of Glen Haven came over to the island and 
Mr. Hutzler opened his house to them and a very enjoyable time was had. Also a very pleasant 
time was had at Nelson Knudsen’s home on the evening of April 3rd. There would probably be 
more good times but the roads are getting so poor that the boys hate to go and get the girls, and 
have them on their hands to see after and take home. It’s a great responsibility. 
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Please let me say a little more through the Herald if you have space. Everybody wants to read 
the Herald to see what is going on on Miller’s Hill, Glen Arbor and South Manitou. 

Shortly I write you of how we farm it on the Manitous and of the general enterprisements of 
this town which may be of interest to some of the readers of the herald. 

We are having town meetings now and a very fine lot of officers will soon be at the front of 
this town and woe to the man who commits a crime in the future. 

Our friend S. B. Boardman from the North Manitou made us a pleasant call on the 3rd, with a 
petition asking the legislature to annex these two islands to the county of Lelanaw. We consider 
the petition too late but the next sitting of the legislature we intend to make an effort to have this 
done. 

And behold it came to pass that on the 3rd of April a party of five ladies and four gentlemen 
one sled and two poor horses from Glen Haven, arrived at South Manitou and went to one of our 
German friends to have a dance and what they call a good time. On Good Friday! The very idea! 
And behold it came to pass that they did dance all night and some of our largest natives joined in. 
But the younger ones, that is, those under father’s control, were ordered to stop at home. Their 
fathers and mothers thought such proceedings disgusting, and some of our neighbors feel 
ashamed of it yet. The good party proceeded back to Glen Haven next morning and claim that 
they had a splendid time. Now readers of the Herald did any of you ever hear of such 
proceedings on Good Friday? I am 50 years old and I have never heard of such a thing. We feel 
highly honored with our neighbors from Glen Haven and glad to have them come and see us. We 
will try and make them welcome and join in with them in dancing and other merriments, but not 
on Good Friday. In conclusion we hope that the church in Glen Haven will soon be completed 
and that the elder of the church may inform the members that it is wrong to dance on Good 
Friday. 

(transcript) 
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