
Chapter Three: The Ann Arbor Railroad 

rhccr ice. Accordingly. shc rmk on SA~NTF, MARIE [ll)'s cxrra ~irovbiotis. and wcnt on rlonc. Shc suf fc~d 
fiatlhrt darari~ ta Irc-r st;rthanl scrcw wurki~rg through tlrc Straits, but made the nlst tdthe trip witli~ur 
rxccptiolrrl dificulty, She hy off the klanau pairnula for tlx ai&t uf dk 31st. and at 3;O A.M. on 
kdtuary l a c  srctmicd irrru karrkfurt fur the first tinic. amid perat rejoicing. 

On arrival, it was dimvcrctd chat AYN ARDOR NU. 6, as a cunsqtlcncc of not king designed fbr the 
A~rn Arlwr, t w  broad aft co fit the slips. Minor ftcntions had to be d c  in a dip. &er which she 
was brought ia. Again, her hoppcr cars, now cmpry. wrre taken oaend repfad with hll w that hcr stern 
cuuld be tipped up for mpain of her screws. By rubruary 5&, this had been accomplished md the ship was 
mdy b r  service. 

Her troubles w m  by no means over. sin= on arrival at K ~ u n c e  on the following day, hcr tracks 
provcul to be an impcrf ct fit L$r rhc apron. A car was derailed during unloading, but quickly re-railcd. 
nuring Imding. hmcvtr, thc cur of cars king Fur nn thc rtarbnord ccnrer rrack was denilecl wirh 
cnnsidcmblc damage TO thc stern of dic diip. parrisulrrly to clic cmcrgc.ncy srtvring war. wliich w;w put ui~t 
uf rwnimisiun. 

Since the winter of 1917 was one of the fcw ).cam when Lakc Michigan has ken frozen solidly from 
s h o ~  tu sho~, the first few months of service of ANN AWK KO. 6 a continud chain oi  involvements 
wit11 the ice. By spring, she had bmkn 3.3 propeller blades. 'lhe company concluded that her screws wre 
tuu wak for the service and rcplaccd them with heavier propellers. afier which she had no particular 
Jifinrlty, 

'Ihc rwond trip OCANN ARBOR NO, 6 was one of her worst. C)n her rctturn from E;cw;lunee abut 
1:C)O A.M. oo Fcbrury I l r l i ,  olic kutrrr. m i d  in a windww aalid couW nut rxtricrtr herarlE After about 
two huun. ANS ARBOR YO. 5 a r r i d  to help her, but was alwr frozen in. After nuun, the wind shiftd and 
&ws ARBOR No, 3 arrived tu begin worlting the ships out ofthe ice. I h c  three knicr, Icd by ANN h u ~  
So. 5 ,  proceded slowly rhrough the ice m d  Frankfon. Their o k r s  had high h a y  of d i n g  it. hut 
rhcy cncountcrcd anorher windrow ahur mil&% nff rhc picrhe-d. ANS ARIOR NCI. 5 wnrkcd h r  about 
another milt until she was unable either tn adwncc or rmrke. Thc orhcr two fcrrics. which wcrc fallnuring 
her single file, could not advance around hcr. and wtre also nudc f i s t  hy rhc ice. 7hcrc in windrwrul its. 
pi[cd rn licights of 4[)  f~w in spu, rho. wariaiticd lot nruw r l ia~r a wcvk, Windrrrwvd icr shifts very casily 
with c h m p  in thc wind, and when tlic ~vsrt~ly wi lds atrrcd us tlie 19tli, 1 . inbound 
fmnr Mattis~iqlrc. W;LU able IC, wurk ANN ARBOR NO, 5 free. ASN ARBOR NO. u rrmduc IV wrn w 1:rankfwt 
rhc ncxr day, re11 d3p afier shc had ~;rihd fur Krwunec 

In spirc of hcr rmiibla in hcr first -wrr. ANS ARBOR YO. G ti~rned ill rriurr. tlran 40,000 ~niles. 
Fi@:r~ of wrll ovtr dtaublc h i s  miignitudc wvm wcrrcually tu be ti~tned ill by the car ferries, but h r  a 
14-mik-pcr-hour skip, hcwc wi~h techaiul ptt~klcnrs. it wax ;I err.rlitrblc pr.rbrmnt.. Hy 1322. rhc w a s  
r u r ~ i i ~ i ~  in ~wcr 5S.tHH1 trrilcs ~ w t  year, and in 1927 and 133 1 racked up o w  65,000. 

As rraffic incrrrsai in thc 1320'a, tllc railroad decided tu rebuild tlx AYN ARBOR No. 3, which WJS 

now rhc scninr mcnrhr-r of rhc flccc. In 1922, alre w i l a  xnt ru hlanitmc to be lenghcncd 48 feet and be 
re-cnp;incrl. Slic hid inhcritcri rwu liorirutrtal cumpuund engines ftwm the two w d n  knirs, but she was 
now giwi insmd r pair oC triple cxpitnsiun mines, plus ww n w  Scotch boilers. When she appcaml in 
1923, alre h;d 1400 homcpuwer, sti l l  h l y  Mf of what the later Ann Arbor fcrrics auld produce. Shc 
wuld raiakc I3  knuta, une l e a  than ANN AREOR Nos. 5 and 6. Hcr low spccd was panicularfy a problem 
on rhc long hlarrisriqiw tun, un whiclr dae required eight huun. instead of the xvcn ofthe later buts. 

Mhoaldianar8sU)PM.Lr#covpna6einaLigbr~banalm~Aboatrr,baardahrlfom,a 
g a k M C I I ~ ~ l l m a a d d m h m d , ~ v d o d d e d o f a r o r t r r d 8 Q ~ p a h o l u ; ~ R I C b b d t h c  
hunlrrned#Ldthrrhtpmlhd~.kkumrbtlt , tbcenapaa~urrt iQq~dn~hthn20 
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hrdbamequippedrri tbalroodcas#'~l ir lcroEubnrntlr ldwrdredonakrl l t  
~onthelParf.uticr.'Ibcoatborcybododwi~lruromobilacomcficcdpiabtdarrrtbe 
d e c n r u P b W t ~ A M . , c u r g i r y t b c = ~ r l a r y ( ~ i t . ~ ~ Q u l e r h s d c r i c l o o n , m t i n a  
ni#diltmmertKseowprso~~btcorjdaob~&~yhccrdwry~aa,i~dhirrrcm 
~~~l~l~ullplDtrctbdjfbepwkmbr;rd~FnnkZlbn.Ineddidoa,~?boutrsquiredhimmput 
h i s b w r b i d c m & r # r r m , ~ w o o c u r r m ~ h i r  ondwardbekmnfimhtt. 

W F  rPduidrronh.daodrdoeburmp ah37 ~d4dKlA.M.dccyrnrrOthFrPaltfon 
' I h P t h t d i d s o n r l l r p u a i i w o b ~ m d d K r h i p n r m c r P f t h i n 9 n ~ d b ~ L b C ~ d  
~ m d B ~ N o . z ~ , ~ b r t ~ c h d ~ F i m ~ M P n d e r i d r w n o r d a # l  
thc~oaromedthel7bdppercorrabmdopensdto 

.$" 
t q m o r c a ~ a r c r d r c s m n .  

AWqhcbcadondxtndrtcutdarmmavcmemof ~ m o s t o f d l t ~ w e m ~ a n d o n c  
bfokeLhrougfidredect~mllrir#hesc~pcvPhtcddwpon~ZLditprtt&~oortd 
a r ~ t h c + r r w M d m M & b t v r r b c c n k s t , % ~ ~ m ~ t & c u W l \ b d l ~  
htbrn lnmdhptbah* ioopat ion . t i fbu&mrc*nbicbaowpdinacbemor  
thcloorc~brOlOtmMyOftbEIt3LIICbiQIIO,lupIMd~l0t0m~totbC*andbOKLICd 
tbcaulr. 

Rom 5.90 AM. Puaa Fenfr McKerson m out an S.OS., and mainninrrl radio ooataa wirh 
~ ' I & a m m e s d d b d d ~ w r i r f i o l n ~ ~ m d v i r B n h y n r c ~ ~ ~ . ' l b c  
~ h r d b o c n r o # # s a d r b o u s k b e r ~ r p u ~ , b u t C l p # i n ~ d r r o n ~ c b p t h t  
hed&roacaurrchr~&~e~t,du7~AM.bcfbundMbeptlnghonthc 
muthpietHcorduvdLbc~hprdmpanm&Ihehrrbaren-ShMtnbmmdwnw 
thPt&whtfiWfi#tldllrCCthPllIlOtllSPI.~~ttbCracm.Sbehodbythlrdmc,rolitdc 
wrgkrbedidnotrrrpoaddwrbenhdlbrbcnrcbedlepkrbe#i,anrvtaooLkupdrhcn 
p l u a @ h c r m r h t b o t n w n , ~ o f f h c r ~  c a ~ a a d ~ h c r n r d d c r b o d ) l . . ' I b c  
c a p o r i n o r d c r c d h e r f i r l l s p d s l w A d ~ w b  3 berjw~rbepierbeedlhcseadroveber 
b u d ~ i h c r o c u b p k j u c r u a ~ m v c ~ ~ ~ ~ b c m k d v l r b i n m i n u r c c i n ~  
f i b t C ~ w o o c e h C b C C h P l l l L d & ~ t & # ~ l t h p d c t ~ ~ ~ d ~ c r m c m ~ f i o m  
d K ~ t d o m d b c d d n L W a 8 B a a d e d .  

1 6 r m ~ h e r c n w ' s ~ b l e r m r r ~ f i a h b a d ~ r b a r r i a t h c ~ m ~ d P b e P d o f  
t h c m . n K h M 6 & X b d m p u t ~ W b u a y M d ~ d l t m a t f o n t h e n o n h ~ ,  but 
~ p r r 6 r m d t o ~ a k P l a a g t h c o w t b p k r d ~ ~ w p y ~ t t L e d o r b c m t b e l o r r .  
~dhMfirrpaamaoiatcr,d~tl~~~tt~~hodbmltarbanesh*onthc~~tdCClt 
AfldouMardthtmwhral~aobeIMng,uindced,chywnr.  

B o t h t h t h M u q u a a c o a d t h t G P l d M h P d ~ t h d r ~ i n h ~ r m , ~ t h e  
G o r ~ L i n t o g c n # d l l h t i n a r f ; t r r # r ~ c u b b r y ~ d a ~ d f i m i n t i a t h t W d  
P"== 

n K w i a n r d 1 9 2 3 w a s ~ ~ t ) U D n o t h i n g O O U l d b c d o m m E P i O L u n d l s p r i n g .  
I n ~ k r r P e c n ~  1 9 r b d A Q r i l 4 Q t b e A n a ~ b u l m n u p c n d c r a r w r m r l o ~ ~ E n i l  
mdrhipb#nrroeaftbcecraityofdlc~~~oMnmkaMaaddrcRcid\Jlh#LingCampPny 
o f P o n H u r p n t o n i r c d r e a r n l u ? n R n g . A ~ M q b t b & a a p u ~ s a m , m d w b c n i t ~  
c o m p k o # l , d u ~ r r r r ~ o n ~ 2 1 , 1 9 2 3 . P n c d l y s l u a , r f i f f r n i n o r r r p a i n i a F ~ A ~ ~  
ARsorNo.SddK~Atrejcd&rm~hbgdocLin%ShtawM~blRRban 
I n ~ c o n d i d m , d b P d e o k n b u i l t ~ . S b r r u ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d a n c w p i k t  
howc,~adtdrhchei;wmaomShcwunoc~&#vicc~udOaobcr7,1923.In 
~ i n ~ , t & r p l l r a e d ~ P B R D ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ i a ~ h e r .  
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